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Transmitted on behalf of the The Colorado Athletic Conference
are an original and nine copies of it's comments in the
above-referenced proceeding. We would appreciate your assistance in
distributing a personal copy of The Colorado Athletic Conference's
Comments to each Commissioner.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
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! JAMES C. ANDRUS
f Commissioner

Colorado Athletic Conference
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COMMENTS OF THE COLORADO ATHLETIC CONFERENCE

The Colorado Athletic Conference ("Conference") submits

these comments in response to the Commission's Notice of Inquiry

("Notice") in this proceeding. Prime Sports Network ("PSN")

provides cable carriage of certain sports events featuring

Conference teams, including two women's volleyball games, four

women's basketball games, and six men's basketball games. The

Conference has been unable to obtain broadcast television cover-

age of these or other events featuring Conference teams.

Although the Notice states that the Commission intends

to focus on professional sports and college football and basket-

ball, it solicits "data on other sports as appropriate." Notice

at ~~5, 10. It also seeks information about cable carriage of

sports "programming that otherwise would not have been trans-

mitted via video at all," and specifically questions whether the

pUblic is "better served by the current mix [of broadcast and



cable sports programming] than it was before?" Id. at ~30. If

not for PSN, television viewers in this area would not have the

opportunity to see sports events involving Conference teams.

The Colorado Athletic Conference is comprised of the

following IIDivision 11 11 colleges and universities: Colorado

Christian University; Metropolitan state College of Denver; Regis

University; University of Denver; University of Colorado at

Colorado Springs; University of Southern Colorado; Fort Lewis

College; and the United States Air Force Academy (women's program

only). Broadcast television stations generally have not been

interested in televising sports events featuring Conference

teams, presumably because the Conference is not as widely recog­

nized as other cOllegiate sports conferences and stations do not

anticipate sufficient advertising revenues to support coverage of

Conference games.

However, PSN provides cable carriage, on a tape-delay

basis, of a twelve-game schedule of sports events produced each

year by the Conference involving Conference teams. The Confer­

ence retains the services of an independent production company to

tape the games and makes those games available to be televised on

PSN. Despite the fact that the Conference pays the production

costs, broadcast stations and networks have not expressed inter­

est in televising these Conference games. Thus, PSN has provided

the only real television exposure for Conference teams.
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Because broadcast television stations and networks have

not expressed interest in televising the Conference games carried

on PSN, or any of the numerous other Conference athletic events,

there has been no real "migration" of Conference sports events

from broadcast television to cable. However, the Conference

member schools and television viewers interested in Conference

events are better off under the current mix of broadcast and

cable sports events because at least some Conference games which

would not otherwise be available on broadcast television are

available on PSN. The member schools, which generally are

smaller colleges and universities without substantial state

funding, receive significant benefits from such increased tele-

vision exposure in their efforts to recruit students. In short,

without carriage by PSN, the member schools would be deprived of

significant benefits resulting from television coverage of con-

ference sports events.

Respectfully sUbmitted,
March 29, 1993

THE COLORADO ATHLETIC CONFERENCE
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mes C. Andrus

Commissioner
The Colorado Athletic Conference
15385 Pleasantview Drive
Colorado Springs, Colorado 80921
(719) 481-8139
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